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<Abstract>

The Story of Liberation from Debt Oppression:

A Sociological Interpretation of the Parable of the Wise
Steward(Lk. 16:1-8)

Heung-Yong Park
(Honam Theological University & Seminary)

There are many parables of Jesus that are difficult to interpret.
‘The parable of the wise steward” would be the best of them
all. Tt is regarded as the “problem child of parable exegesis,”
the “prince among the difficult parables,” the “crux interpretum
among the parables,” and the “notorious puzzle.” This is because
there are so many difficult problems that there has been no
consensus among researchers since Jiilicher. In particular, the
most difficult problem is why the steward’s fraudulent action
which modifies debt documents is to be praised for a wise act.
And so is the problem of who the steward is. This paper focuses
on these two problems and examines the parable of the wise
steward. This is because the meaning of this parable can be
interpreted the other way or conversely, depending on whether
the owner who praised the act of the steward is the rich in
the parables or Jesus, the speaker of the parable. It is also because
the parable can be interpreted in a completely different meaning,
depending on why the act of modifying the debt documents
was praised as a wise act. Through this examination, this paper
defines the owner who praised the steward as Jesus, and explains
the reason why he praised the steward in the perspective of
Jesus' ministry, the socio-economic situation in Jesus' time. In
the first century, the Palestinians where Jesus was active were
an agrarian society in which a small number of landowners and
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the majority of residents were related to creditors and debtors,
and in this relationship the majority of residents suffered under
the oppression of debt. In this social situation, the act of the
steward was an act of liberating the moaning residents under
the oppression of debt, so he was praised by Jesus. This paper
reveals this fact. In other words, this paper reveals that the act
of the steward was to restore the mosaic law distorted by Pharisees
who claim to be children of light and to embody the equal
society of the kingdom of God that Jesus preached.



