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<Abstract>

A Reading of Job 11-12
in the Era of Net-zero and Ecological Crisis

Assoc. Prof. Hye Kyung Park
(Chang Jung Christian University, Taiwan)

Today, we experience abnormal climate, ecological crisis, and
the COVID-19 pandemic. At the same time, we recognize the
efforts of the governments to achieve the net-zero emissions
worldwide. In this situation Job resonates deeply with us. As
suggested by him, if we understand the order of nature, we
can learn from nature about sustainable development. In addition,
we can obey the providence of God by reducing carbon emissions
and reaching net zero. Thus, this paper aims to demonstrate
today's ecological biblical theology through a reading from Job
11-12 in the context of net-zero and ecology. Job’s friends accuse
him of a lack of either wisdom or humility for his suffering.
The provocative questions of Zophar in Job 11 describe Job
as an illiterate person who does not know God. However, Job
sarcastically responds to Zophar’s speech in Job 12. He advises
people to learn from the animals, the birds of the air, the earth,
the fish of the sea, and realize the natures of wisdom. Job is
a nature-centered person who knows the will of Mother Nature.

The researcher describes the climate crisis in today’s world,
and emphasizes the importance of ecological literacy. This paper
seeks to understand the wisdom of God and focus on ecological
biblical interpretation. On account of limited space, it consists
of the structure and genre of Job 11-12. The researcher tries
to analyze ecological hermeneutics of Job and to carry out research
on the living scripture of God. Job dlearly describes the providence
of God in the orders of nature as the utmost wisdom.
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