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<Abstract>

A Relationship between Creation and Salvation in
Psalm 8 and Job 38-41 through a Comparative Study

Keun Jo Ahn
(Hoseo University)

This paper aims to explore the relationship between creation
and salvation in the Old Testament theology. Raising some limi-
tations of the redemption-history (Heilsgeschichte), this study at-
tempts to discover the integral meaning of salvation in the per-
spective of creation-history(Schipfungsgeschichte). Psalm 8 and
Job 38-41 are comparatively studied in order to investigate how
the concepts of creation and salvation are interrelated in each
text. The results are as follow. Most of all, the two texts betray
characteristic structures in which repetitive crossing elements of
earth and heavens eventually focus on a converging point. It
is the point that salvation and creation encounter in human
experience. Second, the sapiential interest in “what is human
being” is pursued in the context of wisdom tradition. Not only
the contents but also the literary types of each text reflect the
wisdom influence: encyclopedic scientific description of heavens
and celestial body, enumeration of animals, expression of won-
ders, rhetorical questions. Accordingly, understanding of human
being does not remain in doctrinal dimension of ‘God-human’
relationship but extends to empirical dimension of ‘God-hu-
man-world’ relationship. Third, human redemption in Psalm
8 and Job 38-41 signifies a restoration of creation order. Human
beings experience their salvation when they find the order of
heavens in the midst of sufferings on the earth. The core experi-
ence of redemption is to find the image of God in every human
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being and to realize their mission as a caretaker of the creation
order. In conclusion, the two texts reveal that human beings
enhance their experience of salvation from receiving divine grace
to participating in divine order of creation. This finding opens
to a new direction in the relationship between creation and
salvation. Creation is not only an introduction or a subsidiary
to redemption history but the most fundamental center in the
fulfillment of divine salvation. This paper contributes to recover-
ing the concept of creation as essential in Israclite faith by liberat-
ing the concept of salvation from doctrinal-legalistic under-
standing to real-incarnate experience of divine order.



