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<Abstract>

A Study on the Historical Context of Nahum:

in Consideration of the Relationship between Nahum and
Esarhaddon’s Succession Treaty

Young-Joon Yoon
(Hansei University)

Currently, the characteristic of biblical studies can be said to
be pluralism, in which various methodologies are attempted.
However, the main flow of recent literary methodology on the
Book of the Twelve has been to break away from the history
and situation mentioned in the individual prophetic books and
to see the twelve books as a complete collection (corpus) and
interpret them theologically as one book. Also, the historical-critical
study of the Book of Twelve inclines to divide the formation
stages of the book into several stages through redactional
methodology, attribute the text to those stages, and to interpret
them.

Therefore, this thesis purports that there is also the possibility
that the twelve individual prophetic books, which exist separately
with their own unique names, deserve to have their own historical
interpretation. Additionally, through a comparative study of
Nahum and Esarhaddon’s Succession Treaty, this thesis tries
to investigate whether a division of the book using redactional
analysis can be valid or not.

A comparison of the two documents led us to discover that
Nahum had been aware of Esarhaddon’s Succession Treaty. This
allowed us to both grasp the unique historical and theological
kernel of the book of Nahum, which could have begun in 7th

century B.C., and have an interpretative criterion for a deeper
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understanding of Nahum’s prophecy.

We can also confirm that Nahum used Assyrian political
propaganda for YHWH by accepting and transforming
Esarhaddon’s Succession Treaty and using it destructively. In
this process, we can find that the texts that many scholars have
long regarded as later, secondary additions were, in fact, passages
that formed the core of the book of Nahum.



