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<Abstract>

Understanding the Sayings of Jesus on Taxes to Caesar
(Mk 12:13-17)

Asst. Prof. Chanwoong Park
(Mokwon University)

The purpose of this paper is to understand the meaning
of Jesus’ words in Mark 12:13-17. By presenting the history
of the interpretation of the text, I showed that the history of
interpretation has been analyzed in various ways. In addition,
I briefly reviewed three recently posed questions about the
historicity of the text. Examining critical positions on the types
of taxes, those of the coins and the problem of the characters
(the Pharisees and the Herodians), I affirm the plausibility of
the reports in the text. Subsequently, this article addresses the
fact that Jesus is portrayed with sociopolitical themes, and
especially tries to analyze the meaning of ‘things of Caesar and
things of God’ in relation to the ‘image’ of the coin.

The words of Jesus in the text must be understood in relation
to the image of Jesus in the Gospel of Mark. Mark’s Jesus teaches
his followers specific principles of behavior, but does not offer
a universal ethic for outsiders. The intention of the text, and
the intention of Jesus implicit in this scene, must be understood
from the portrait and inscription on the coin, as well as from
the constant image of Jesus in the Gospel of Mark. The saying
“things of Caesar and things of God” is a reaffirmation of the
monotheistic faith, and should be understood as a challenge
to the Roman Empire.

Jesus did not say vague words to avoid an awkward situation.
Jesus makes the Roman emperor nothing more than the image
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and inscription on the impure coin. The reality of the coexistence
between that of Caesar and that of God is inevitable, but as
in the prayer for the name of God to be hallowed, not the
name of the ruler of the world, the text must be understood
as a command to choose only God.





