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<Abstract>

Intertextuality between Ezekiel 18:5-9 and Leviticus 19
and Its Theological Implication

Jungho Cho
(Presbyterian University and Theological Seminary)

The purpose of this study is to reveal that the holiness of
Leviticus 19 is transformed into righteousness in Ezekiel 18.
To this end, first, I commented on Ezekiel 18:5-9 and found
the intertextuality between Ezekiel 18:5-9 and Leviticus 19. The
methods of exegesis are intertextuality, rhetoric criticism, and
vocabulary research.

Ezekiel 18:5-9 cites or refers to various texts from the Old
Testament. Nevertheless, an exegesis of Ezekiel 18:5-9 showed
that there is more consistent relevance to Leviticus 19 than to
any other text in terms of vocabulary, subject, and structure.
Ezekiel 18:5-9 equates the practice of (justice and) righteousness
with the observance of the laws and ordinances by claiming
that those who practice (justice and) righteousness or keep the
laws and ordinances are righteous. The ordinances they must
keep are the prohibition of idolatry, having a pure sex life, not
abusing or exploiting the poor and the weak, actively supplying
their needs, and excluding injustice in judgment. These cover
all areas of life, such as the realm of pure religion, private life,
and social ethics, and means that Israel’s righteousness must
extend to every area of their lives.

The view of Ezekiel 18 regarding (justice and) righteousness
is a broad extension of the concept of justice and righteousness,
which other Old Testament texts understood only in terms of
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socialethics. Moreover, righteousness was an element of holiness
in Leviticus 19. Therefore, when Ezekiel 18 expanded the concept
of righteousness to apply to all areas of human life, righteousness
in Ezekiel 18 was elevated to the same level as the holiness
of Leviticus 19. Thus, the holiness of Leviticus 19 is transformed
into righteousness in Ezekiel 18.



