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<Abstract>

Novel Approach to the Motif of ‘YHWH’s Glory’
in the Book of Ezekiel

Yoo Hong Min
(Ezra Bible Institute for Graduate Studies)

The widely accepted interpretation of the motif of YHWH’s
glory in the first three visions of the Book of Ezekiel currently
results in the themes, ‘God came to the Babylonian captivity’
and ‘God left the temple of Jerusalem.” In this study a new
interpretation was proposed, which could explain the whole
movement of YHWH’s glory in a more unified and natural
way and harmonize better with the context of the Book of Ezekiel.

First, an analysis on the location where Ezekiel met YHWH’s
glory in the first vision (1:1-3:15) and the second vision
(3:22-5:17) shows that it is appropriate to view this location
as the heavenly world and Jerusalem respectively rather than
as Babylon. In addition it can be judged that the motif of
YHWH’s glory does not contain any message of hope for the
captives, but forewarns God’s imminent judgment on Judah
and Jerusalem. Secondly, the movements of YHWH’s glory
described in the third vision (chapters 8-11) were analyzed in
detail. The results support the idea that God comes to punish
the sinful Jerusalem rather than the conventional interpretation
that God leaves the temple in Jerusalem because of sins of
the people of Judah. Altogether the motif of YHWH’s glory,
based on images and symbols of war, portrays God as the One
who comes to punish His people. This message fits well with
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the entire context of Ezekiel 1-24, which foretells God’s imminent
judgment on Jerusalem. Considering the literary elements
constituting this motif and the message it contains, it can be
concluded that this motif has its theological basis in the concept
of YHWH’s Day, the eschatological thought of the prophets.
The motif of YHWH’s glory plays the role in the Book of
Ezekiel to make it clear that the destruction of Jerusalem was
a work of divine sovereignty and that it was a just judgment
for the sins of the covenant people. This is an indispensable
preparatory work to lead the captives, who were in deep confusion
and despair, to a new hope beyond the judgment.
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