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<Abstract>

A History of Interpretation of the Debate

on the Nature of Wisdom Literature:
From the Cradle to the Grave?

Asst. Prof. Jeehoon Kim
(Northwest Seminary and College)

This paper explores the history of interpretation regarding
the nature of wisdom literature in the Old Testament, including
Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes, while examining the research
trends and shifts in interpretation within Western and Korean
academia. The category of wisdom literature was established un-
der the influence of 19th-century historical criticism, grouping
Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes together as an independent liter-
ary genre. This category was viewed as being detached from
the historical and redemptive context of Israel, characterized in-
stead by literary features based on empirical wisdom and human
reason. Additionally, the relationship between Proverbs, Job, and
Ecclesiastes within this category was understood through a
framework of contrast and opposition. Korean scholarship has
gradually adopted and actively engaged with this framework,
reflecting Western academic trends while also presenting per-
spectives rooted in Korea’s unique theological and cultural
context. Based on this understanding, wisdom literature has been
recognized as a significant interpretive category of ancient
Israelite texts in both Western and Korean academia. However,
in recent years, the traditional understanding of the wisdom
literature category has been subjected to criticism, with new
attempts being made to redefine its scope and re-interpret the
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books within it. Particularly, Western scholars have questioned
the appropriateness of the term “wisdom literature” and are ex-
ploring how these books relate to other texts within the Old
Testament. This discourse suggests that wisdom literature should
be re-evaluated not as an isolated literary genre but within the
broader theological and literary context of the entire Old
Testament. Based on these discussions, this paper provides an
overview of the historical development and interpretive changes
of wisdom literature and proposes future research directions for
wisdom books in Korea.



