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<Abstract>

The Journey of the Soul in the Perspective of Greek
Religion and Philosophy

Jae Hyung Cho
(Korea Christian University)

In Western philosophy and religion, the human soul is a
research subject as important as God, for it is the foundation
of thoughts of rebirth, reincarnation, and resurrection, sharing
similar features and frames with the latter. Homer and Hesiod’s
accounts in which Greek heroes blissfully lived forever in the
fields of Elysion had naturally developed the idea of the
immortality soul, which later established the cult of heroes. In
Christian beliefs on resurrection, the soul is regarded as an
essential indicator of human nature. The immortality of the
soul has always been a controversial subject, and the journey
of the soul is often used as a touchstone for defining Gnostic
texts. In particular, debates on the soul among Orphism, the
cult of Dionysus, Socrates, and Plato, helped to understand the
journey of the soul in the text of the New Testament.

Based on these interpretations, the New Testament writers
(such as Paul, John, Mark, and Luke) could forge ideas that
the purpose of human salvation through the crucifixion of Jesus
Christ is “the salvation of your souls” (1 Peter 1:9). By doing
so, they could successfully spread Christianity throughout the
Greco-Roman world at that time. Therefore, from the perspective
of Greek religion and philosophy, the journey of the soul in
the New Testament could provide the basis for the pre-existence
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and immortality of the soul. This proves that the New Testament
itself was probably influenced by ancient Gnostic thoughts that
perceived God as the monad and the emission of the soul to
be from him. This humanistic approach to the soul helps to
interpret the text of the New Testament not just literally, but
also in the context of the history of ideas.



