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<Abstract>

A Hymn of godly Man in Qumran:
Translation and Interpretation of 1QH II,

31-39.

Dr. Panim Kim

(Sejong University)

This paper aims to translate and interpret 1QH II, 31-39.
This Text is one of the Hymns which are accounted as Hymns
of the Teacher of Righteousness, the bounder and the leader
of the Qumran Community. This Hymn is selected especially
because it is a excellent example that gives us some historical
view about the situation of the singer and his community
and the Understanding of their theology.

In this Hymn, God is always celebrated as the Savior
even though the singer is in the bad situation with the danger
of the life, insults, distresses and persecutions of his enemies.

The enemies are described as the false interpreter and
terrorist. About the opponent the pesher commentary on
Habakkuk(1QpHab) gives detailed historical Informations. In
1QpHab, a person called the wicked priest was a violent oppo-

nent of the Teacher of Righteousness and his community.
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According to the main theory of the Qumran Experts as
Vermes, Milik, Stegemann and Puech, the wicked priest was
Jonadan of Maccabean who was the high priest in 152 B.
C. and tried to kill the Teacher of the Righteousness, the
previous high priest in Israel.

In this hymn is the singer called as the poor, the needy
or the weak. The poor is not chosen in the financial, but
the religious meaning in order to express the suffering sit-

uation in which the singer needs the help of God.



